Rheopheresis in vascular diseases.
Rheopheresis is an extracorporal selective double-filtration procedure. In the first part of the treatment the blood is passes through the plasma filter, which separates blood cells from the plasma. Then the plasma flow to a second filter called MONET (Membranefiltration Optimised Novel Extracorporal Treatment). The MONET filter retains high molecular weight proteins such LDL, Lp(a), fibrinogen, α2 macroglobulin, vWF and IgM. Hereby the whole blood and plasma viscosity decrease, improves microcirculation, and has a positive effect on lipid profile as well.Accorging to ASFA recommendation rheopheresis is a first line treatment in age-related dry macular degeneration and in sudden sensorineural hearing loss. There are other clinical situations in which rheopheresis has been used effectivly. But only few data are available and large clinical trials have not been done in these diseases. In this paper we describe a case history and laboratory findings of a patient who suffers from age related dry macular degeneration and was successfully treated by rheopheresis.